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Sir,
In a recent letter criticising one of several IARC Interphone
studies investigating possible associations between mobile phone
use and brain tumour risk, Hardell and Mild (2006) claim that the
International Epidemiology Institute (IEI) ‘has been linked to
Motorola’. No such link has ever existed. Senior investigators at IEI
have conducted research on mobile phone use and cancer (Inskip
et al, 1999; Inskip et al, 2001; Johansen et al, 2001, 2002;
Christensen et al, 2005), but this research was not funded by
Motorola or by any other mobile phone manufacturer. The
erroneous claim by Hardell and Mild appears linked to our review
of the epidemiologic literature on cellular telephones and brain
cancer (Boice and McLaughlin, 2002), which was prepared at the
behest of the Swedish government with no funding by the mobile
phone industry. Our review, like those of other senior scientists
(Rothman, 2000, 2001; AGNIR, 2003; SSI, 2003; Ahlbom et al,
2004), raised methodologic questions about the case–control
studies on mobile and cordless phone use and brain tumour risk
conducted by Hardell, Mild and colleagues. It is unfortunate that
Hardell and Mild chose to respond to our evaluation of scientific
issues with false innuendo.
Editors Note
The Editor-in-Chief of British Journal of Cancer now considers
the correspondence published in Volume 94 Issue 9 and above
closed.
REFERENCES
Advisory Group on Non-Ionising Radiation (AGNIR) (2003) Health effects
from radiofrequency electromagnetic fields: report of an independent
advisory group of non-ionising radiation. Doc NRPB, Vol. 14, pp 1–177.
Available at: www.hpa.org.uk/radiation/publications/documents_of_
nrpb
Ahlbom A, Green A, Kheifets L, Savitz D, Swerdlow A (2004) Epidemiology
of health effects of radiofrequency exposure. Environ Health Perspect
112: 1741–1754
Boice Jr JD, McLaughlin JK (2002) Epidemiological studies of cellular
telephones and cancer risk – a review. Statens Stra ˚lskyddsinstitut rapport
(Swedish Radiation Protection Authority Report), Vol. 16. Available at:
www.ssi.se/ssi_rapporter/pdf/ssi_rapp_2002_16.pdf
Christensen HC, Schu ¨z J, Kosteljanetz M, Poulsen HS, Boice Jr JD,
McLaughlin JK, Johansen C (2005) Cellular telephones and risk for brain
tumors: a population-based, incident case–control study. Neurology 64:
1189–1195
Hardell L, Mild KH (2006) Re: Mobile phone use and risk of acoustic
neuroma: results of the Interphone case–control study in five North
European countries. Br J Cancer 94: 1348–1349
Inskip PD, Hatch EE, Stewart PA, Heineman EF, Ziegler RG, Dosemici M,
Parry D, Rothman N, Boice Jr JD, Wilcosky TC, Watson DJ, Shapiro WR,
Selker RG, Fine HA, Black PM, Loeffler JS, Linet MS (1999) Study design
for a case–control investigation of cellular telephones and other risk
factors for brain tumors in adults. Radiat Prot Dosim 86: 45–52
Inskip PD, Tarone RE, Hatch EE, Wilcosky TC, Shapiro WR, Selker RG,
Fine HA, Black PM, Loeffler JS, Linet MS (2001) Cellular-telephone use
and brain tumors. N Engl J Med 344: 79–86
Johansen C, Boice Jr JD, McLaughlin JK, Christensen HC, Olsen JH (2002)
Mobile phones and malignant melanoma of the eye. Br J Cancer 86:
348–349
Johansen C, Boice Jr JD, McLaughlin JK, Olsen JH (2001) Cellular
telephones and cancer – a nationwide cohort study in Denmark. J Natl
Cancer Inst 93: 203–207
Rothman KJ (2000) Epidemiological evidence on health risks of cellular
telephones. Lancet 356: 1837–1840
Rothman KJ (2001) Re: Cellular telephones and risk of brain tumours.
Lancet 357: 961
SSI (Statens Stra ˚lskyddsinstitut) (2003) Recent research on mobile
telephony and cancer and other selected biological effects: first annual
report from SSI’s Independent Expert Group on Electromagnetic Fields.
Dnr 00/1854/02. Stockholm: SSI, December 2003. Available at: http://
ki.se/ki/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d¼2808&a¼7321&l¼en.
*Correspondence: Dr JK McLaughlin, International Epidemiology Institute,
Rockville, MD 20850, USA; E-mail: jkm@iei.ws
British Journal of Cancer (2006) 95, 130
& 2006 Cancer Research UK All rights reserved 0007– 0920/06 $30.00
www.bjcancer.com